RES 2012.09.03 Legal Fictions (Fraade) | Enoch Seminar: Internation...

lof4

http://www.enochsemi nar.org/drupal /node/ 7352

NOCH SEMINAR ontine

International Scholarship on Second Temple Judaism

Chnistian, Rabbinie, and Islamic Ongins

Founding Director: Gabnele Boccaccim, Umversity of Michigan
Vice-directors: Esther Eshel, Bar-Tlan University and Loren Stuckenbruck, Unversity of Munich

HOME FORUMS

: I'Adessandro Nangeroni International Endwoment presso I'Enoch Seminar

ENOCH SEMINARS

Fxlermal 1inks

¢ 4 Enoch ¢

-, ¥
-
\&

| Emcch: The Online
Encydopedia of Seconsd Tem ple
Tudaism

ENOCH GRADUATE SEMIMARS NANGERON| MEETINGS

RES 2012.09.03 Legal Fictions (Fraade)

REVIEWSE

User login

LUsername

Passwaord *

Ureale mevw acuounl

Feguest mew pusswond

Legal Fictions: Studies of Law and Narrative in the
Discursive Worlds of Ancient Jewish Sectarians and Sages
Author: Steven D, Fraade
Place of Publication: Leiden
Publisher: Brill
Year: 20111
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The twenty-five chapters of this book collect a sizeable portion of Steven
Fraade's prolific scholarly output from 1993 to the cureent decade. The
volume 15 broad in scope and cich in detail, featuring scores of analyses
of particular passages from the Dead Sea Serolls, rabbinic corpus, and
other ancient Jewish literature. There are also discussions about the
philosophics Fraade cmploys i his pursuit of the meaning of these
toxts. Despite its breadth, and the fact that it is a compalation, twao
factors give a great degree of cohesiveness to the book as a whole. On
the surface level, the indices, cross references, and inclusion of bookend
chapters (an introduction and afterword) are well done, and help to
unify the book On a deeper level, it is clear that Fraade has been
remarkably consistent in pursuing a particular set of problems over the
wears, and this lends a feeling of intellectual orderliness to the collection.

Theugh first and foremost a boeok aboul mehodelosy and
hermeneutics, il would nol e bnsossikle for eaders Lo mislake il as a
comyprlation ol exegelical summaries (Lhis s a consequence of Fraads's
prefeence Loe microhistory) This ssould be wrortunate, The exegelocal
prozticrs, of which there ave many, ave really cxernplificalions of peehod:
Laloen Legether, thew serve as an “appendiceship” in Fraade’s melhed of
nlerprelalion.

The liest section, “Talredust iongRe pos pective, ™ Is made up of e
exzays, which L licn as a methodological aud philesophical prelude Lo
(he bocl: Chapter 1, “Inleoduction: O Legal Fielions and Macealime
Worlds,” exelans why Fraade has peeferredis present his malerial in
the Lovm ol Fanecdstal micachislores” salher than in monegraph lorm
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Cpp 411, 190 He alsao explains Lhe bockos ik, which indicales o wilal
conneclion belween narralive (Ticticn™) and ke Fhis o narral e
conneclion iz greally expancded apon in Lhe nexl sssay, “Mowes and
Marralive Belone Semeos and Barsalive™ (eh. 2 which acknesdedoes ils
ghebl by Beberl Coser's eradile essav. Low and narralive are envisioned
aa interrelaled as peels wwiohin Lhe rheleric of a cullure, Marralive mighl
comz Lo sresoribe realily, or love mighl imply o pacticular knd ol
parralive hisloey, Slacting om Lhis premise. Freade isooles ang
gheseribes phenomcaa hal oceur in e wae of allesalions e a
marralive, Lhe ranslerence al las Teom one lilerary foem Lo ancther, or
cllorts Le claim apglicalion in the inleresl ol a conlempsrary problem.
Inle-prolers ooz, Jesezhus, ppe 23 2480 or inlerprative communilics whao
gistinzuizhed belween laws angd Lhaie narvalive sellings essanlially
“renaceralivized” Lhe lawe (po 330 Such llesary renosalicns alecl o Lesl™s
lurclion in secal, cullic, and elher spherss, This is the dssuz Lhel Fraods

pursucs, inocne loem oe another, inomost ol Lhe essavs incloced in Lhe
walume.

Phie three reagor seetons that fullose divide the bulk of he bock's
chaptors mbo szudies cnthe Dead Sea Sceolls (Section 10; he Deed Sea
Serells and Rabbie Diterature ocorr parison (Sectioen Dz and Ralbinis
Literature {Sectien [V Owverall, the groupings reflect therr stated
curnkcnts wsll, vt the breadth und :c*n||.~|n_'ut'_',- of the muteri provent
the divieons Froom being absolate T hus, sor mstance, o reader inte rested
im lraade’s method of comparatiee crticesm should net ot theoselves
to zhe thord divisien alone, sinee cne finds caccellent comparative
discusaiens throagheut (e, the coneluson to the Hord cha prer, pp.

a2 a7,

Section 11, ehich is comzrised of Lhree eaaavs on Lhe Dead zea Serel s, is
primarily inlerested in Lhe interseclion o authorily and inkarprelaticn
wilhin Lhe Carmran communily, Chapler 20 “Ialerzrelise Aulhorily in
Lhe Studying Comunily al Cumran,” vicws aeriptural aulherily anc
onaaing revelalion as being deeived hreugh the slody and perlermanze
ol the communily as awhole, A lacge portoen ol T e Whone 1L Kay
oo Sigsaf My wdd Ha derd UMM and s Addresseeis)” fzhe 4
is devoled Lo reasons why JRM T shoud be read as “inbramural
parcizsis” (g9 Bul the inal concern has Lo de the canlralily of the
Lewd Lo Lhe idenlily ol Lhe comnunilis The Tinal chapler in this scelion,
Roactosic and Hermemeosics in Aigeat Ainodd S Tevan OMKTT E The
Case of he essings and Curses,” achvenees Lhase sraumenls aven
Further, and conelades thal MM (a5 reccived) reinlarprals Lhe
blessings and curses of Deuleronomy 27 38 in o wa v that was uniquely
lilling (oo Lhe Qumran commrunily as the reminant tor the last davs.

Part L] is "Connparative: Dead Sea Serells and Rabbmie oteratare,” and
cecnpics tne chapters of the ook ichs, 6 14 Comzsarisens of the Dead
S Serolls and ralbanic lzerature nught conpure up the idea of

sensitticnal possibiltics, but Froode’s mctheds vield spaese, responsble

results. Those results reconstruct the d scors ree waocld, sehich roade o

turn uses as o heoriste teol for inﬁ:rrlrl;_: b staar cal |_|u:~'.~'|hi||t'|-:.-..

Chazler = 7 LHhe Dead 2ea Serclls and Rabbinic Juds ism aller Siaw (s
Years: Rebes zecl and Poospecl,” 15 a survey of sehelarshiz inla Lhe
Serclls, plus suggesdons o daitg responsible com paralive s
fespoecial ¥ ppe 127 2200 The bulk of "Quenran Padad and Ko bbinic
Hopwrele A& Comparison Reconsicered™ (che 71 is alse a survey ol
achelarshiz aleng wilh a determination Lthal here is no real relationship
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balveeen Lhe communioies dizcusacd.

Chasters 8 9 compare mabbinic legal and marrative midresh vath
potertilly sioilar genres from Comran, Freoade sees the atersretive
strates of the Dead Sea Serolls os having srojected the authornty of the
Labihical test from the past and it the prescot, wherees the abhbinic

int:_'l'[.lr-_“ti\'n: strazegy e the reader from the present and bick wito s

tost's past (THE] #2752 I'hese rea dlrl;.; sbroteges are related to cach
conurunity’s sensce of sectul lecation within lseacl and placement m

tune (htorcalivschatelogieal ).

Chazlers TUT2 andd 14 proceed alang similar lines wilh cillerznl
particiiars — Lhey explone inlesprelive slralegies, lranslermational
reacings, and perlormative Canclons ol lexts, The same s alse Lae ol
e Practice, and Polcmiz in Ancicent Jewdsh Calendars™ {che 13,
Lot Lhis csaav slands cul Tooon ils companicons due oo broadenzad Lesd
Lase jea., Jubilees and Fncshic lilerataee), and Lhe discussion of hose
calandars and Limz inLersecl seilh laws and narealive,

Section 1Y s the |t~n{'.,n_'.~'t' division of the boacl, and its ten chiosters deal
weith o broad ange vt rasbiie terature -j':~'|.~-:-_'ii1| attenton e given tothe
Fannaitic corpora) Hosever, the et eds andd concepts are consistont
weith what has 11||'udd:; been discussed above, and o the contest of the
valurie, these broader concerns subsume the particulars. Chapters 14,
15, and 19 are cupecial oy rven tothe interprotution it e wath an Cy
to "monness and norrative.”

Several cssavs  chaplers 1Y 14 15 and 24 are cspeciallir inlerested in

Foser Lae rablbonic mesement moav hove soughl sacial sbanding ane
adalhorily. U will survey Lhese logetacr ralkes than in Lheir arranacrent
in the Boak, Chapoer T Gund in Lhe Lhivd seclicng is primarili aboul
Lhe hermeneutical shills thal permilled aulhar Ly Le geados Iy Lranslc:
lrem pricstls Lo acn pricsts hasads, and concoudes thal soone
relationsaip albeil enucus, uacerlain, and non dncar) moght have
alecd Belweeca Cumran and Lhe rablis, Tn 2 Uhe Farab el Lhe king'
Ul T3 120 I Lhe Temple Serall and sarky Rabbinie Laws™ {zhe 143
arddils comizanion cssav, UM ciests, Kings, and Malriarcha Yeresdl g
Senhcarii in s Bxegelical and Callural zeliings™ fch. 151, Fraade
gheseribes Lhe boaer given Lo Lhe ellice o Lhe king, cospile the Biblica
Lewt s azparcntly conllc.ed vicw of kingship, Ae Lhen demonslrales Lhal
Lhe same honar was (in concepl al leasl) passed on Lo Lhe paleiarch, | e
issac ol Lhe geewes i3 raised hoee as el (ppe 210 T2 234071 his Lo s
given its avwn carelul consideration ia chapler 24, “1ocal Jewish
eadership in Boman Palesting: The Case ol Lhe Heerwes in Farly Rabliniz
Saurces in Lighl ol fadra Rabbinic Evidence,” where Fraace socs Lha
rablis as neilacr demitant noe earging lized, Bl eager lor supericoeily.
Faken Loselher, hese cssavs painl o porlrail ol a rablbinic comnunilsy
wying lor aulhar Ly wilhin o broador social and religious conlesd (abeul
which s knose lillle), and doiag so by rezasting Lexls cnd Lredilions in o
woy Lhal authenticaled the interprelation and Lha inlerprelar.,

Chaster 17, “Loterasy and Oral Perfornance in Parly Midrashen,”
atbemipts o cunfy the Yerrcalutors” relationship between oreland

wertben “tosgs” | huu{'_{h the discussion reletes to midreshim, the o

baw mmediate application o a broader aevay of rabbane (and ctherd
tests. Anyoene who poades ovver the dialectic botweeen apolon anc
weritten ransnission moancient relgoeos corpora will benefit froere the

chaptur.
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A nurber of zasays are deeply invested in cuesticns aboul wwhat
influcaces Christian or “pazan™ Gereco Boman worship mighl have
cuer.cd upon ludaizm. I caapler 20, 7 Rebbonic Pelvsemy and Fluealism
Fevisiled: Belveeen Praxis and 'L hemalizalicn,” Fraadz Lakes a dim view
of Danizl Bevarin's theory abou. ate develeping rabbinie voltivozalivg
{in parallel wopost hocene Christianilyd Fraade loeates o degree of
multivocalivy in he Tannaitie serviod, wehich leads him o canzlude that
Lhe Aqorain did nol “invenl” inleeprelive pelysemy (Lhaugh Lhey
cerlainby amplificd apenil, ppo 472 75)0 Nest, chapler 21 inveslinales
Forer Meses” e al Sinas s rece ved in rabbinic literalure. He concludes
Lhal “Muses ando o his cowran (ralbinic) successers are divinely
aallworizce and Lrusted Bodls Lo Lrarearl angl Lo Leansoenm receivend
revielubion™ (3933 He considers L likeher thal corher Judaemn it Trese
influcced Chastunnly Than U elher sy arcund, T cliopler 22,
“Hearmg and becing a7 Sinai,” Frogsce leoks tothe popularity of
iconveraphy as une of the reasens why spght s conphascaed oy the
apprebending bodily semse (p 52110 o “Lhe Temple as Marlaer of Jewash
Fdentity Before and Afer 20 C s The Rele ofthe Holy Vessels in
Kazbiic Memary and Tmagration™ fehe 23), Uraade finds similar
influciicas res possible for the luter comoratiang of temple syinboels
that had ariginally beca kept froom public viess swhen the tempoe stoed
{ae cap. pp. 344-545

Ch thee sehiode, thie Bookois osmer fricoedle, Faor cach case stods, Helsreaw
tost and Puglish translation bath appeas o the body ofthe arbic e, bost
af the eesave share a s nolae steactoses an obrcdoction f0a speaific
preeblem in seholarship; carenl cxepesis of teste; and conelosicnes thet
velate bochober the imanediate problem o e the breader issaes the beok
ackdresses. A degree of resebibivencss is imaveddable, buk there ave enly
A few cases mowhizh wdeatical semtences oo paragraphs apsear in o

tham ome: chapter fespecially che 14 ane 155

I cenclhosion, the Bl delrae s cxscellont nmate-al for the consdaeration
of thesse whorstudy the Thead Sea Sorolls, cary rebboooe bberatore, @nd
arvy of thoe religions comreonitios contenporary with them. The velome:
ie marked by its avackenic sincerity, ofter lack of sensatione lism, and
ricthodologion consisteney from besinming to end, These festu e
amply compensate fur any occasions wehere coe nnght disaseees with
raacde’s wpecitic conchrsions onca matter, Seoamoedel espedition ote
the “discorsive worlds" o ancicent zosts, thie vooume chonld be

weoles e by osehaodars and serons students.

Tomathan Ilenry, Prnceton Theclogical Semmary, Thitted Stares
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