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Brief Biography

Experienced academic leader; noted literary scholar; founding president of Asia’s leading liberal arts college, Yale-NUS College; currently overseeing all dimensions of international affairs for Yale, including creation of the Yale Jackson School of Global Affairs, as well as support for teaching and learning across the university. Also involved in student life, fund-raising, governance, revenue generation, financial oversight, and recruiting senior academic leaders.
Education
Stanford University




Ph.D. in Comparative Literature, 1997

A.M. in Comparative Literature, 1991

McGill University










B.A. with first-class honors in English Literature, 1990
Employment
Yale University, 2017-present




Vice President for Global Strategy (since 2017)
Vice Provost for Academic Initiatives (since 2020)

Douglas Tracy Smith Professor of Comparative Literature and Professor of English (since 2019)

Senior Research Fellow, MacMillan Center for International and Area Studies (since 2017)

Deputy Provost for International Affairs and Professor of Comparative Literature (2017-2019)
Yale-NUS College, National University of Singapore, 2012-2017
Founding President
Professor of Humanities
Yale University, 1998-2012










Professor, Departments of English and Comparative Literature, 2007-2012
Associate Professor, Departments of English and Comparative Literature, 2002-2007
Assistant Professor, Departments of English and Comparative Literature, 1998-2002

University of California, Berkeley, 1996-1998
Post-Doctoral Fellow, Department of English
Administrative Responsibilities
Yale University, Vice President for Global Strategy
· Officer of the University, reporting jointly to President and Provost and attending all meetings of the Yale Corporation (Board of Trustees)
· Setting global strategy for the University across all schools, divisions, and departments
· As Vice President for Global Strategy, responsible for international programs in Africa, China, India, Singapore, United Kingdom, and throughout the world
· As Vice Provost for Academic Initiatives, responsible for COVID-related academic planning, support for teaching and learning in all schools, and research on international affairs
Yale-NUS College
Founding President (2012-2017) of an innovative joint venture between Yale and the National University of Singapore, the first fully residential liberal arts college in Singapore and generally considered a model for others in Asia. Responsible for all aspects of the College’s operations.
Yale University, Departmental and University Service (Service as Committee Chair)
· Chair, Advisory Board, Poorvu Center for Teaching and Learning, 2020-present

· Chair, Transitional Board, Yale Jackson School for Global Affairs, 2019-present

· Chair, Program Committee, Schwarzman Center, 2018-present

· Chair, Search Committee, Director, MacMillan Center for International and Area Studies, 
2018-2019

· Chair, Search Committee, Executive Director, Schwarzman Center, 2017-2018

· Chair, Review Committee, Institute for Preservation of Cultural Heritage, 2016-2017

· Provost’s Committee on International Affairs, 2015-present; chair, 2016-present
Yale University, Departmental and University Service (Other Positions—Selected)
· President, Gruber Foundation (a foundation affiliated with Yale), 2020-present

· University Budget Advisory Group, 2020-present

· Leadership Advisory Committee, Yale Institute for Global Health, 2019-present

· Extended Governing Board, Paul Mellon Centre for Studies in British Art, 2018-present

· Advisory Committee, Canadian Studies Program, 2018-present

· Executive Committee, Jackson Institute for Global Affairs, 2017-present

· Vice Presidents Council, 2017-present: weekly meeting to set university-wide priorities

· University Cabinet, 2017-present: monthly meeting of Deans and Vice Presidents

· Executive Committee, MacMillan Center for International and Area Studies, 2017-present

· Search Committee, Political Science and Jackson Institute, 2019-2020

· Search Committee, Director, Yale Center for British Art, 2018-2019

· Search Committee, Dean, Yale School of Management, 2018-2019

· Search Committee, Director, Yale Institute for Global Health, 2017-2018

· University Budget Committee, 2010-2012

· Faculty of Arts and Sciences Humanities Tenure Committee, 2009-2010

National University of Singapore, University Service
· Investment Committee (Observer), 2014-2017

· Deans’ Meeting, monthly meeting of heads of all schools and faculties, 2013-2017

Scholarly Associations 
Presidents’ Trust, Association of American Colleges and Universities, 2014-2017
Advisory Board, American Comparative Literature Association, 2005-2009
· Chair of Finance Committee, 2009-2012
· Chair of Journals, Dissertation Prize Committees; served on Program Committee

· Co-chaired Annual Conference, Yale University, 2000
Program Committee, Modernist Studies Association, 2009

Delegate Assembly, Modern Language Association of America (Elected), 2000-2002
Local, National, and International Service (Selected)
· Executive Committee, Global Alliance of Universities on Climate

· Board of Directors, United Way of Greater New Haven

· Referee for tenure and promotion cases at nineteen leading colleges and universities
· Referee for manuscripts at ten leading presses and five journals
· Schwarzman Scholars Interview Committee, Tsinghua University, Beijing
· Advisor on Study Abroad Programs for Waseda University, Tokyo
· Editorial Boards, Modernism/Modernity, Modernist Cultures, Modernist Networks, Review 19
· Panelist, National Endowment for the Humanities, Division of Preservation and Access


· Referee, Social Sciences and Humanities Research Council of Canada research grants
· Referee, Alfred P. Sloan Foundation Grant Program
Research
Books, Sole Author

Religious Experience and the Modernist Novel. Cambridge: Cambridge University Press, 2010.
The Cambridge Introduction to Modernism. Cambridge: Cambridge University Press, 2007.

Modernism, Nationalism, and the Novel. Cambridge: Cambridge University Press, 2000. 
Work in Progress

The Purposes of College Education. Book-length manuscript on liberal education, drawing on my experiences in founding Yale-NUS College and in COVID-era academic planning.
Books, Editor

Heart of Darkness, by Joseph Conrad, Norton Library Edition. In preparation for 2023 publication.
The Norton Anthology of World Literature, third, fourth, and fifth editions. Primarily responsible for volume F, Literature Since 1900, under the general editorship of Martin Puchner. New York: W. W. Norton & Company. Third edition 2012. Shorter edition 2013. Electronic edition 2015. Fourth edition 2018. Fifth edition in preparation for 2023 publication.
The Norton Anthology of Western Literature, ninth edition. Primarily responsible for final section, Literature Since 1900, under the general editorship of Martin Puchner. New York: W. W. Norton & Company, 2014.

The Cambridge Companion to European Modernism. Cambridge: Cambridge University Press, 2011.
Other Research
· Founder and Editor, The Modernism Lab (2007-2012), a virtual space for collaborative research: https://campuspress.yale.edu/modernismlab/.
· Author of sixteen articles, essays, and chapters in refereed journals and scholarly books. 
· Invited lecturer on literature at institutions including Brown, Columbia, Duke, Harvard, Johns Hopkins, Rutgers, Stanford, and Wesleyan Universities, the Universities of Toronto, Michigan, Wisconsin, and California (Berkeley), Queen’s University (Canada), State University of Rio de Janeiro, Peking University and National Tsing-Hua University.
· Regular participant and presenter at conferences of a variety of associations, notably the American Comparative Literature Association and the Modernist Studies Association.
Talks and articles on educational matters
· Author of opinion pieces and longer-form articles on literature and on liberal arts education in such journals as Chronicle of Higher Education, Harvard International Review, Los Angeles Review of Books, and Times Higher Education
· Featured speaker on liberal arts education in Canada, China, Ethiopia, Greece, Hong Kong, India, Israel, Japan, Norway (by Zoom), the Philippines, Singapore, South Africa, South Korea, Sri Lanka, Taiwan, Thailand (by Zoom), Uganda, United Kingdom, and the United States.

Teaching Experience
· Taught various courses in English, Comparative Literature, and Humanities at Yale for 15 years

· Also taught at Yale in London, Yale-NUS College, and the Yale New Haven Teachers Institute

· Frequent guest lecturer in courses at Yale

· Fellow of Benjamin Franklin College, an undergraduate residential college at Yale

· College advisor for three or four students per year for 16 years

· Supervisor of 65 senior projects

· Supervisor of 12 doctoral dissertations and several post-doctoral fellows
Executive Education Courses (Attended)
Yale Washington CEO Caucus, regular attendee
2018-present

Yale Higher Education Leadership Summit
2018-present
US College Presidents’ Leadership Seminar Review, Dublin City University
2015

Harvard Seminar for New Presidents, Harvard Graduate School of Education (HGSE)
2013
Institute for Management and Leadership in Education, HGSE 
2012

Honors and Awards 
Master of Arts privatim, Yale University, 2008

Graduate Mentor Award, Yale University, 2004

Heyman Prize for Outstanding Scholarly Work by a Junior Faculty Member at Yale, 2000

McGill Graduates’ Society Award for Student Service, 1990
Interviews
Featured in news articles or interviews in Asian Scientist Magazine, Barron’s, Bloomberg News, Chronicle of Higher Education, Daily Financial Times (Sri Lanka), East Africa Business Week, EduNation (Singapore), Globe and Mail (Toronto), Guardian (UK), Harvard Magazine, International Herald-Tribune, Lianhe Zaobao (Singapore), Mint Asia (India), New York Times, Straits-Times (Singapore), Times Higher Education (London), Today (Singapore), University World News, Wall Street Journal, Yale Alumni Magazine, Yale Daily News, Yale Today, and others, as well as news pieces on BBC World News, Channel News Asia, Reuters TV, Xinhua News Agency, and local Chinese, Singaporean and Ugandan radio and television.
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