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The interviewees presented a strong case of social injustice as applied to the eviction process of
Thu Thiém. They criticized the state and local Thu Thiém government in handling the process
and offered examples across the country of unjust, unprepared and cruel evictions. They
accepted the harsh reality of life and showed no sign of rebellion knowing that it would be to no

avail.

Interviewer: Di hét roi ban ciing khé ha?
Interviewee 5: O, ban kho khan 1am.

Interviewer: Ban vé s, ban hu tiu, ban my
g0, ban gi cling kho hét ha, tap h6a minh bay
gid cling.

Interviewee 1: Vé sé ban duoc 3 chuc to, 3
chuc to 13 hét ¢& &, & tro. O mot ngdy, an
mot ngay. Hiéu khong, hiéu mot ngiy an
mot ngay khong?

Interviewee 4: Lam ngay nao an ngay do.

Interviewee 3: Bita nay dong tién nha 3
chuc.

Interviewer: O vay ha.

Interviewee 3: Kiém com an xong ngay do,
ngdy mai nga dém day rdi di lam tiép, kiém
com 3, 4 ngay ¢ 1 ngay. Khong nha, khong
com, benh dau cling khong tién thudc, chét
thi thoi. Cude doi minh khd, kho ta con khod
hon minh nita. khong can gi hét, ban kiém
duogc 5, 3 chuc ngan vui qua. Tién dau ngudi
ta mua ndi 1 to 10 ngan 10 td trim ngan.
Tram ngan ban qua chung ban ludn, ban t6i
chirmg & am rdi 6m khéng c6 tién.

Interviewer: To 10 ngan la minh 161 dugc
may ha.

Interviewer: Business has become harder,
hasn’t it?

Interviewee 5: Yeah, business is so hard
now.

Interviewer: Lottery tickets, food, selling
everything is hard now, even our grocery
shop.

Interviewee 1: One day | sell at most 30
lottery tickets. I rent, too. Stay one day, eat
one day. Understand?

Interviewee 4: We earn enough money for a
day.

Interviewee 3: Today | paid 30,000 VND
for rent.

Interviewer: Really?

Interviewee 3: | earn enough money for a
day. Tomorrow night I’ll sleep and then
work for 3 or 4 days of food and a day of
rent. [I have] no home, no food, no money
for medicine. [If I die it’s OK] My life is
harsh, but there are people out there who are
worse off. 1 don’t need much. Just earning
50,000 or 30,000 VND a day is good.
People don’t have money to buy 1 ticket for
10,000 VND. 10 tickets would be 100,000
VND. | sell 100,000 VND tickets, but I
often don’t earn any from those tickets.

Interviewer: How much you get from a
10,000 VND ticket?
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Interviewee 3: 1 ngan.
Interviewee 5: Vi du 5 chuc ngan ha thi cha
161 dugce 6 chuc ngan, co6 khi 5 chuc ngan.

Interviewee 3: Tuy theo sé dep 90, s6 6, 88.

Interviewer: O vay a.

Interviewee 1: Nhiéu khi ta thiéu nita.

Interviewer: O, ¢6 ban thiéu nita a.
Interviewee 3: Co6 khi ngudi ta thiéu nira,

cht ban quen thi chu ciing phai ban thiéu
nita cho nguoi ta cha.

Interviewee 1: Nhiéu khi & tro 1a di chd
khéc luén.

Interviewee 5: 0, nhiéu khi ban thiéu 1, 2 t&
gi do, co tién thi minh dap vo tra cho nguoi
ta ma khong co 1a diéc ludn.

Interviewer: Troi oi nguy hiém qua.

Interviewee 3: N6 bap bénh ldm, bip bénh,
bap bénh lam.

Interviewee 5: Dau phai tién cia minh dau,
minh lanh tién cua dai li.

Interviewer: Thé tham ha. Kho qua ha.

Interviewee 5: Kho khan 1am.

Interviewee 3: 1,000 VND.

Interviewee 5: For example for 50,000
VND | make 60,000 VND or sometimes
50,000 VND.

Interviewee 3: Depending on the number,
the lucky numbers are 90, 6, 88.

Interviewer: Oh really?

Interviewee 1. Sometimes they still owe us
money.

Interviewer: Oh, you even sell for less?
Interviewee 3: Once in a while they don’t
even pay full price. Since | have sold them
tickets for a long time | still have to give the
people tickets.

Interviewee 1: Sometimes | have to go to
another place for rent.

Interviewee 5: Yeah, sometimes we are 1 or
2 tickets short. If we have money we can
pay the difference; if not then we’re broke.
Interviewer: It’s so risky.

Interviewee 3: Very risky.

Interviewee 5: It’s not even our money! |
get them from the agency.

Interviewer: Life’s so difficult.

Interviewee 5: Indeed.
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