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The interviewee is a 34-year-old taxi driver. He is a taxicab driver for the Phillip company,
driving for several of its employees, including one foreigner in particular who lives in My Kim,
Phu My Hung. He makes 3.8millionVND a month, but he will sometimes receive extra from his
Pht My Hung client. He thinks that the close neighbor relations is a part of Vietnamese tradition,
and that this tradition is dwindling in PMH as folks choose a lifestyle more akin to a Western
one. Despite this increasing loss, he doesn’t discount the situation’s potential of improving the

future of Vietnam’s posterity.

Interviewer: Theo anh trao ddi voi tui em
lac ndy thi ¢ day giéng nhu 1a mot khu doc
l1ap dung khong anh?

Interviewee: Bang.

Interviewer: Thi moi nguoi khong c6 quan
hé lang giéng hang x6m voi nhau, thi sdng
nhu vay minh c6 bi doc 1ap hoa khong?
Minh khong c6 giao tiép nhiéu véi hang
xom a.

Interviewee: Em héi vay thi anh méi noi,
thi tai vi bdy gio 4, minh 1a bi cai dang gidng
nhu 13 bi chuyén hoa theo cai cach sdng cua
nudc ngodi rdi . tre nhu 13 hing ngdy mdi
sang som chi biét di 1am thoi, rdi téi vé nha
chi biét quay quan trong gia dinh an udng, &
trong nha thoéi, theo anh quan st anh nhin
thdy thi anh chua bao gid thay cai nha bén
canh di qua nha bén canh, 1a tro chuyén véi
nhau hay giup do cai gi do, thi tai vi minh,
ngudi Viét Nam minh mudn séng theo kiéu
cach d6 thi bay gio minh phai chdp nhan cai
diéu d6 thoéi, chi co nhitng ngudi than,
ngudi quen minh 13 d&én thim minh thoi,
con anh thdy hang x6m, anh nghi tir tir
nguoi Viét Nam minh rdi n6 ciing s& mat di
cai . . gidng nhur 1a cai phong tuc cta ngudi
Viét minh rdi .

Interviewer: As you previously discussed
with us, this place (Phu My Hung) is like an
independent district, right?

Interviewee: Right.

Interviewer: If people do not have neighbor
relations with each other, then does this
translate into a mode of independence
among them? One does not communicate
much with neighbors?

Interviewee: Since you ask, | will respond.
These days we have changed; we follow a
foreign lifestyle. That is, every morning we
just go to work, and then every evening we
go home and eat dinner with the family,
only staying inside. | have never seen one
visit, chat, or help out a neighbor next door.
It's because we Vietnamese want to live that
way [a foreign lifestyle], and so now we
have to accept that fact. Only our close ones,
those we know, visit us. Regarding
neighbors, | think our Vietnam will slowly
lose something...like a Vietnamese custom.
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