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The interviewee is 28 years old and is originally from Ha Noi. He studied abroad in Germany
and has come back to Vietnam to work in HCMC. He is in the process of opening a recording
studio for young talents. He is also a student at RMIT and lives in Phit My Hung. His family,
however, wants him to focus on his studies and find a more stable career, but he has a passion for
music; they are currently financing his education. The interviewee discusses how van minh do
thi (urban civilization) in Phi My Hung is primarily built upon money; it’s not real van minh,
which is based on sincere interactions between Phu My Hung. He thinks that interactions in Phu
M¥ Hung strongly depend on money more than on humanistic tendencies.

Interviewer: Anh liét ké vi du dugc khong?

Interviewee: C6 1 lan vi lam viéc ra sém,
anh di ldy xe may chay quanh cic con
duong ¢ dé cho dau 6c bot cang thang, lic
d6 c6 may anh bao vé chay xe may rugt theo
hoi 1a tai sao anh lai chay xe ¢ khu vuc nay,
anh noi chi di dao, vay la cac anh bao vé noi
anh khong dugc dao quanh ¢ day va da cho
2 anh bao vé khac ho téng anh ra khoi khu
d6. Anh byc minh khong chiu duoc, thiy
nhu 1a sy xuc pham. Phu My hung khong
phai 1a khu vuc tg tri, nén nhitng chuyén
nhu thé hoan toan lam anh kho chiju. Tai sao
c6 thé can tr& nguoi khac ty do di chuyén
trong khi cung kinh vé6i cac ong tay ba dam?
Do 1a sy suy gidm cua van minh do thi ma
thay vao d6 1 van minh tién bac d6 em.

Interviewer: Can you list any examples?

Interviewee: One time after getting out of
work early | rode around the streets in Pha
My Hung to de-stress myself. Then, several
security guards on their motorbikes drove
after and asked me why | was driving in this
area. | told them that I was only roaming
about this place. The security guards said
that | could not roam about here and sent
two other security guards to escort me out of
the area. |1 was upset and felt affronted. Phu
M¥ Hung is not autonomous, which irks me.
How can [they] hinder somebody's freedom
of movement while they revere Western
folks. This reduces urban civilization, which
is replaced by pecuniary civilization.
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