Thi Thiém Interview Excerpt 9

Interview Date: April 14, 2011

Relocated Resident

Code: 20110414 TT_ALD 19

Downloaded from http://newurbanvietnam.commons.yale.edu/selected-interviews-tt/

This research sponsored by National Science Foundation Cultural Anthropology Program Award No. BCS-1026754.

The interviewee lives in Phuong An Loi Pong in District 2, 10 minutes away from her old
house. Her new and bigger house faces the street which helps her tailoring business. However,
moving away has hurt the business since she has to find new customers. She is waiting to receive
her new apartment furnished by the Thu Thiém project. Since she chose to receive housing
instead of money, she was paid 2 million/sq meters instead of the usual 17+ million VND for
those who choose to receive monetary compensation.

Interviewer: Vay em hoi thiét nha, co khi
nao chi thiy khong hai long vé mirc bdi
thuong gita minh ma hang x6m cii khong?
Y em la c6 chut xiu ganh ti d6 (cuoi)

Interviewee: A, cai d6 thi khong em, tai mdi
nha mdi canh ma sao minh ganh ti dugc. Chi
mong sao lam gidy to cho né sudn sé thoi.
Ngudi ta phudc phan thi nguoi ta hudng,
minh biét sao dugc. Co6 phude thi duoc dén
bu ding véi dién tich cai nha, con khong thi
bi cat bét, cit dau cat dudi, nha chi bi cit 2
mét vudng 1a hén rdi, c6 miy cai nha ké bo
song 13 b cit thiy thuong ludn, tai xua gid
ho ciing ké thém r6i & 14n ra mé song. Ciing
to1 nghi¢p, luc trude thi xai nudc song nay
no, d& tén nhiéu, gio phai xai nudc may 1a
chinh thi ciing hoi khé khin cho nguoi ta,
ma nhu vdy ciing tot, cai nudc song nudc
sudi d6 thidy ma ghé, xai hoai khong bénh
cling la, chiu kho tdn tién chat ma dam bao
suc khoe cua minh. Tinh lang nghia x6m
ma, khong c6 ganh ti gi dau.

Interviewer: If | may honestly ask, are you
dissatisfied  with  the amount  of
compensation you received and that
received by your neighbors? Are you a little
jealous (laughs).

Interviewee: Oh, no, because every family
has its own story, so how can | be jealous? |
just hope that all the papers get processed
smoothly. Those with fortune get to enjoy it.
If one is fortunate, then one's compensation
corresponds to the total area of one's house.
If not, then the area is reduced, cut off here
and there. I'm lucky that only two squared
meters were cut off mine. The [areas of]
other houses near the river were pitifully
reduced because these families have been
appropriating the space stretching out to the
riverside. They're quite pitiful. Before, they
used water from the river, which saved them
money. Now, they have to primarily use
public water, which makes it a little difficult
for them. But this is good, too. The river is
digusting; it would be strange if they didn't
fall ill using the river all the time like that.
Endure the cost a bit in exchange for
guaranteed good health. "Village affection,
neighbor bonds." I'm really not jealous.
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