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The interviewee is a language interpreter (mainly Korean) at Pham L Gia company. She lives in
District 7 near Lotte Mart. Her income is sufficient given that she is still single. She would like
to live in Phu My Hung — it’s not noisy, clean environment, and relatively safe. She notes the
problem of comparing urban denziens with rural folks, stating that people who live in cities are
busy and need their personal time after a long day of work. Folks in Phu M§ Hung, for example,
work throughout the day, so they value privacy time to rest and recuperate. They are an educated
class, in the upper echelon of society; they respect people’s right to privacy just like foreigners.
Nevertheless, even though the urban community is not close-knit like in the countryside, Phu My
Hung folks still maintain relations with other people (at work, at school, with one or two

neighbors).

Interviewer: Nhung ma chi, & bén do thi
ngudi ta con co mbi quan h¢ qua lai, nhu 1a
hang x6m lang giéng véi nhau, roi trong to
dan phd. . . Con & day em cir thdy nha nao
thi manh nha nfiy 0, lanh lanh hay sao i.
Minh sdng ma khéng c6 mdi quan hé thi chi
thiy thé nao a?

Interviewee: Chi nghi thi, trudc nguoi ta cur
sanh nguoi & qué voi nguoi thanh phd. O
qué thi séng tinh cam, c6 mot cai dam cudi
thi ca lang vui. Vi 1a c4u trac lang xa nd nhu
vay, hon nita thi c6 khi ca lang lai c6 mbi
quan h¢ rudt thit ho hang véi nhau. Con
thanh phd, dat chat nguodi dong. Ngoai quan
h¢ xa hdi nhu trong co quan, trudong lop va
ban bé, vé nha thoi gian ngudi ta co biét
thém 1, 2 ho ¢ xung quanh nita 1a dugc roi.
Yéu t6 cong viéc va thoi gian nhiéu khi n6
chi phéi vay 4. Con & Phu Mi Hung, né 1a
mot d6 thi cao cip em a. Nguoi ta & day thi
thudc tang 16p tri thirc cao rat nhiéu, em biét
ngudi ta di tir sang cho dén t6i méi vé. Vé 1a
nguoi ta lai can khong gian va thoi gian
riéng hon nira. Vi nhu yén tinh chang han.
Néu c6 giao tiép thi gap nhau nguoi ta chao
mot cai y nhi chir khong soi méi hay gi gi
khac. Ton trong riéng tu ma em. Nudc ngoai

Interviewer: However, over there [city
center] the people have reciprocal
relationships such as that shared between
neighbors...While it seems to me that here
[Phu My Hung] people mind their own
business. What do you think about living
without having such relations?

Interviewee: | think that people keep on
comparing rural and city folks. In the
countryside, one lives emotionally. When
there's a wedding, the whole village is
happy. This is the way the village is
structured; furthermore, perhaps the entire
village has familial ties. In contrast, the city
is crowded. Besides the relations among
those within an organization or school or
that shared between friends, knowing one or
two neighbors is good enough. Given one's
work and time, that's just how one
prioritizes. Phu My Hung is a high-class
urban zone. People here belong to an highly
intellectual class. You know, they go out
from dawn until dusk. When they return
home, they need private space and time.
Quiet time, for example. If they see others,
then they do greet them considerately, not
scrutinize them or anything else. Respecting
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nguoi ta van vy, dau phai la khong c6 mbi privacy, you know. That's what foreigners
quan hé dau em. do. It's not that there are no relationships.
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