Thia Thiém Interview Excerpt 5

Interview Date: October 29, 2010

Relocated Resident

Code: 2010.10.29_TT24

Downloaded from http://newurbanvietnam.commons.yale.edu/selected-interviews-tt/

This research sponsored by National Science Foundation Cultural Anthropology Program Award No. BCS-1026754.

The interview highlights some interesting issues regarding the eviction process in Thu Thiém
including the compensation process, the coercion after initial rounds of compensation, and the
process of transferring “ho khau” (land permit) from former Thu Thiém residences to the new
relocated area. The interviewee also offers a vivid description of life before and after eviction
and asked for help to rebuild her life at this new place. She also demonstrates the willingness to
share stories from her less lucky neighbors who found it very hard to make a living once they

were out of Tha Thiém.

PVV1: Nhung ma trudc do 1a lam cai gi?

CTV1: Trudce do la chi cling dung céi gi chi

ban cai do thoi.

CTV2: Ban banh mi

CTV1: Do

PVV1: U

CTV1: Ban hang d6 d6

PVV1: Ban hang ¢ chd nao?

CTV1: Ban ¢ bén Bén pha Thu Thiém &
PVV1: Bén pha?

CTV1: O, ban thudc rdi ban nudc ngot d6
nay kia d6 d6, banh my, banh my, ban...

PVV1: Nhung ma minh ban, ban la...
CTV1: Bén céi rdi ngu ¢ d6 luon

PVV1: Ban ¢ ngoai duong hay la ¢ co sap,
Co...

CTV1: Ban & ngoai dudng, ban chiém long
1& dudng ma ban & bén pha bén bén do

(PVV1: U) thi police t6i thi chay thoi

Interviewer 1: What did you do before to
make a living?

Interviewee 1: Before | often sold whatever
possible.

Interviewee 2: Selling sandwiches
Interviewee 1: Yeah

Interviewer 1: OK

Interviewee 1: Selling snacks
Interviewer 1: Where?

Interviewee 1: By Thu Thiem’s ferry port
Interviewer 1: Ferry port?

Interviewee 1: Yes, selling cigarettes, soft
drinks, snacks, sandwiches, selling...

Interviewer 1: But we sell...

Interviewee 1: Selling and then sleeping
there afterwards

Interviewer 1: Selling outside or at a cart,
or...

Interviewee 1: Outside on the streets, using
public space near the ferry port.

(Interviewer 1: Yes) When the policemen
came, we ran away.
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(PVV1: U) chtr dau co sap gi?

PVV1: A
CTVL1: Hang luu dong ma
PVV2: U

PVV1: Nhung ma ban nhu vay la c6 du
séng hong?

CTV1: Thi ¢ bén d6 thi n6 dé song hon bén
day roi. By gio chi dzé day ...

PVV1: Nhung néi lai dé séng la n6i cu thé
cho em biét, bai vi em khong c6 biét?

PVV2: La mdi ngay duoc bao nhiéu tién roi
sang may gio thac day ban, budi chiéu may
gio nghi &?

CTV1: O bén d6 d6 ha?

PVV2: Da bén do

CTV1: Bén @6 thi chi coi nhu 1a cai xe banh
my chi ban tdc truc 24/24, ngu ¢ do6 ludn a,
hong co Vé.

PVV2: A, nga, ngu tai chd ban luén?

CTV1: Ngu & bén, bén pha bén kia séng &?

PVV2: Ngay xua d6 ha?
CTV1: 0

PVV2: U

(Interviewer 1: Yes) We don’t have any
stalls.

Interviewer 1: OK | understand now.
Interviewee 1: Mobile shop
Interviewer 2: OK

Interviewer 1: But can you make a decent
living by selling stuff like that?

Interviewee 1: Of course it’s easier to make
a living over there! But now that we are
living here...

Interviewer 1: Can you elaborate on why it
was easier to make a living then? | don’t
quite understand.

Interviewer 2: How much money did you
made a day? What time did you start
working in the morning and finish in the
afternoon?

Interviewee 1: Back there?
Interviewer 2: Yes, back there.

Interviewee 1: Back there | was with the
sandwich cart 24/7 and slept there without
coming back home.

Interviewer 2: Sleeping with the sandwich
cart?

Interviewee 1: Sleeping at the ferry port by
the other side of the river?

Interviewer 2: Back then?
Interviewee 1: Yeah.

Interviewer 2: OK
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CTV1: O thi du gid nao ma cong an dudi,
day xe chay maot ty rdi quanh lai dé théi,
may ba con véi nhau...

PVV1: Bén kia song la coi nhu la & quan
nhat ha?

CTV1: Bén, bén quan nhat &, o

PVV1: Quan nhat

CTV1: Ngay céi bén pha d6 d6

PVV1: U

CTV1: Roi sau nay chi khéng c6 ban ndi

nita boi vi b bat nhiéu qué, cong an noé téi
roi nd thu xe, né phat riét hét vén.

PVV2: U

PVVL1: Thu xe gi?

CTV1: Thi...chiém long 1& duong

PVV1: U

CTV1: Thi n6 di (dudi) theo nd bit.

PVV1: Thi minh c6 xe, xe ban dd ha?
CTV1: Thi xe minh day chay

(PVV1: A) Ma minh chay hdng khéi thi n6
bit, n6 day lén xe nd chg dzé phuong nd
phat.

Interviewee 1: For example when the
policemen came we just pushed the cart, ran
away for a short while, and turned back. We
all know each other...

Interviewer 1: By over the river you mean
District 1?

Interviewee 1: Yeah, District 1
Interviewer 1: District 1

Interviewee 1: Just right at the ferry port
Interviewer 1: OK

Interviewee 1: After a while | stopped
because | got caught many times. The police
came to confiscate the cart and fined me too
many times. | ran out of money.

Interviewer 2: OK

Interviewer 1: Why did they confiscate the
cart?

Interviewee 1: Because... we encroached
on public streets

Interviewer 1: Oh

Interviewee 1: So they ran after to
confiscate...

Interviewer 1: Your cart?
Interviewee 1: | pushed the cart and ran

(Interviewer 1: OK) but if I couldn’t run far
enough they caught me and drove me back
to the local district’s headquarter to fine me.
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PVV1: A
CTV1: O
PVV2: U

CTV1: N6 phat riét hét von ludn.

PVV2: Vay céi théi? (néi nho nghe khéng
rd).

CTV1: U, nhung ma chi dzé day ci vat va
mot céi 1a gio bay gio dzé day khong c6 1am
cai gi duoc hét.

Interviewer 1: Oh
Interviewee 1: Yeah
Interviewer 2: OK

Interviewee 1: They fined me so much that
I ran out of money.

Interviewer 2: Is that so?

Interviewee 1: Yeah, but living here is so
much harder since | could not do any
business at all.
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