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The interviewee compares life pre and post 1975. He discusses his life in Thu Thiém after “Boi
Mai” and before the relocation project. He also offers his insights on the effect of relocation such
as how some people were being relocated twice as the value of land declined significantly.

Interviewer: Con ¢ Thu Thiém nay thi dan
kho thé nao? Kho nhat la gi?

Interviewee 2: Gid di ndi ra 1a vé cong nhan
thi ¢ day ciing khong lam duoc, hong ¢ ai
lam duoc nhiéu. Ciing di, nhiéu nguoi khd
hon ciing di budn ba, mua dang ban tran
dzay d6 hon... (nghe khong rd).

Interviewee 1: Tha Thiém vi du nhu nguoi
dan kho &, rdi trudng hop nhu thoi bao cép,
ngudi ta khong co tién nguoi ta di dn hoc 14
thir nhat, thir hai kho 1a ngudi ta kiém céi
doi séng hang ngay, kiém com hang ngay,
nguoi ta chi biét 1a ngay hom nay kiém duoc
ba dong la chi biét ngay hém nay théi, ngay
mai 1 ngudi ta khdng thé nao ngudi ta biét
duoc.

Interviewee 2: An hoc khong t&i dau, tai vi
noi thi ndi cai quan nay ne thi cai an hoc
ngudi ta khong co dugce cao gi nguoi ta khd
qué, con cai di hoc hong néi nén thanh thi
ra c6 tranh ddu ma néi chuyén gi hién tai
bay gio néi chuyén nhu dzay né, nhiing
ngudi ¢6 hoc thire dé ma dem ra néi chuyén
thi hiém 13m, dé ma tranh dau. Boi vay
nguoi ta khong c6 nghi téi ltic nao ngudi ta
ciing ra di khong thoi ha, ra di thoi, chi biét
1a tét n6 hu mét céi ra don mot cai nay kia,
n6 khéng co hoc khong cé hiéu, 1a bét dau
ngudi ta ci dang ky di di, gio thi bé. Nhitng
dwa o lai thi thi, nhu tui tui gio ¢ lai ch
cling chua chéc 1a dau tranh nixa. Tai vi con
xudng sirc qua, ddi qué, khdng lam gi lai.
N6 néi nhimg nguoi nguoi ta di duoc song
duogc con nhitng anh chj ¢ dy thi sao hong
di di.

Interviewer: What are the difficulties (for
residents) of living in Tha Thiém? Which is
the most difficult part?

Interviewee 2: Once | moved away | saw
that there was not much to do here [Thu
Thiém]. A lot of people also moved. Many
who were poorer also left to go into business
elsewhere.

Interview 1: Examples of poor people in
Thu Thiém? During the subsidy period, first
people did not get money to go to school.
Secondly, they merely made a living on a
daily basis—you know you get some money
to fend for yourself today but you don’t
know about tomorrow.

Interviewee 2: Not so many people are
educated. In this district, many could not
afford an education for their children, so
whenever we have a debate/fight—Ilike the
one now—we aren’t able to fight or have
educated people to represent us. So people
here don’t really know where they would
move out of here...we just know near New
Year’s that they [local government officials]
might ask us to move. Because they are not
educated, they don’t understand the
procedure and just register to leave when
others do. For those who stay like us, we are
not sure we should fight [against the
government] anymore. We don’t have that
much energy to continue for a lost cause.
They [government officials] often say those
who move could make a decent living and
ask why we don’t want to move.
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Interviewee 1: O thi n6i chung dai khéi...

Interviewee 2: S6 ngudi ta di biét bao
nhiéu, con lai day c6 bao nhiéu dau. Vi du
dugc muoi phan trim thi nguoi ta di hét tam
phan trim, con hai phén trdm, con mot phan
trdm thi ai ma chéng ddi duoc, con kho noi
nira. Con céi sy nguoi ta nghéo qua cai an
hoc khong t&i dau cho nén l1a thanh thir ra...

Interviewee 1: Well to say in general...

Interviewee 2: There are so many people
who moved already, and not so many are
left here. For example if all 10% then 8%
moved out, only 1 or 2% stay here so it’s
hard to fight [against the government]...
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