Phil. 704: Epistemology – The Basic Graduate Course, Prof. K. DeRose: http://pantheon.yale.edu/~kd47
Meeting Times: Tu,Th 11:35-12:50, WLH 113
                            Th 1:30-3:20; LC 206
Eligibility: This course is only for graduate students in the Philosophy PhD program and philosophy students in the Religious Studies PhD program.  Other students should instead enroll in PHIL 270b.  

Course Description.  This course seeks to provide a broad introduction to the theory of knowledge by covering many of the most important topics in the area. This should prepare students to take advanced seminars on particular topics in epistemology; those who successfully complete it should be able to successfully list epistemology as an area of teaching competence when they go on the job market. The course also seeks to prepare students to be able to teach their own basic epistemology course. Graduate students attend the meetings of the undergraduate class, and also meet once a week in a session only for graduate students, where some more advanced papers in epistemology may be covered, and where we will discuss effective ways of teaching epistemology to undergraduates.
For the First Meeting of the seminar: Read the undergraduate syllabus.
Important Dates:

· Feb. 12 (Tuesday), by 4:00 p.m.: test questions due

· Feb. 26 (Tuesday): day off, while the Phil. 270 students take their test

· March 4 (Tuesday), by 4:00 p.m.: paper proposal due
· April 11 (Friday), by 4:00 p.m.: papers due

· April 24 (Thursday), at or by class time: teaching paper/project due
Written Work – specifications and descriptions (papers and weekly writing assignments should be typed and double-spaced, with normal margins and normal-sized fonts):
· Test questions: Graduate students will write proposed tests for the undergraduate class, writing questions and directions for the test they would give the Phil. 270 students.  These will be due by 4:00 p.m. on Tuesday, Feb. 12, and will be discussed at the seminar meeting on Feb. 14.  (If some students want to re-write their proposed tests after our discussion, the re-writes will be due on Feb. 19, by 4:00 p.m.)  I will not evaluate your proposed tests with a letter grade, but the quality of the tests will be considered when I assign course grades.  These tests should be sent to me by e-mail attachment by the time they are due.  In the subject line of the e-mail message, write: “Phil. 704: Test”.
· Paper proposal: a 1-page long paper proposal is due by 4:00 p.m. on Tuesday, March 4.  This should also be turned in by e-mail attachment (Subject: “Phil. 704: paper proposal”).  It will not be given a letter grade, though the quality of the proposal will be taken into account in determining your course grade, and the course cannot be passed without completing the proposal.
· Course Paper: The course paper itself is to be 4-6 pages long (typed, double-spaced), and is due by 4:00 the start of class on Thursday, April 24.  It should be in the style of a “discussion paper,” and should be about one of the assigned readings for the class (and also perhaps another paper that discusses one of our assigned readings).  This should also be turned in by e-mail attachment (Subject: “Phil. 704: paper”).

· Teaching paper/project: Each student will turn in a teaching project at or by class time on April 24 (our last meeting).  The exact nature of this project is something we will discuss in the seminar, and I am open to other ideas, but my current thinking is that will consist of a couple of syllabi (perhaps with a good deal of overlap between them) for basic undergraduate epistemology classes.  These will have to differ significantly from my syllabus for Phil. 270.
Requirements:  Attendance of the meetings of the undergraduate class and the weekly seminar for graduate students, together with the written work described above.
Grading: Supposing that attendance is not a problem and that all written work has been completed on time and in a satisfactory way, grades will be based very roughly on the following formula: Paper: 30%; Teaching project: 30%; Ungraded written work (tests, proposal): 15%; seminar participation: 25%.

Readings. In the graduate meetings, we will discuss a few recent epistemological writings that are not assigned to the undergraduates.  These will be announced soon.  (And this issue may be discussed at one of the first seminar meetings.)  Graduate students are also assigned all of the readings for the undergraduate class, which, as of now, are the following:      

1. Edmund L. Gettier, “Is Justified True Belief Knowledge,” Analysis 23 (1963): 121-123 [JSTOR link]

2. Alvin I. Goldman, “A Causal Theory of Knowing,” Journal of Philosophy 64 (1967): 355-372 [JSTOR link]

3. Alvin I. Goldman, “Discrimination and Perceptual Knowledge,” Journal of Philosophy 73 (1976): 771-791 [JSTOR link]

4. Robert Nozick, “Knowledge,” from Philosophical Explanations, in DW, pp. 159-164.

5. Jennifer Nagel, “Epistemic Intuitions,” Philosophy Compass 2 (6) (2007): 792–819 [link].

6. Jonathan M. Weinberg, Shaun Nichols, Stephen Stich, “Normativity and Epistemic Intuitions,” Philosophical Topics 29 (2001): 429-460 [pdf link].
7. Timothy Williamson, Knowledge and Its Limits [Oxford books link], “Preface” and “Introduction,” pp. v, 1-11.
8. Timothy Williamson, “Knowing and Asserting,” Philosophical Review 105 (1996): 489-523 [JSTOR link].

9. Keith DeRose, “Assertion, Knowledge, and Context,” Philosophical Review 111 (2002): 167-203 [JSTOR link].

10. Rene Descartes, Meditations [will be in bookstore later in the semester].

11. Hilary Putnam, “Brains in a Vat,” from Reason, Truth and History, in DW, pp. 27-60.

12. Robert Nozick, “Skepticism,” from Philosophical Explanations, in DW, pp. 164-179.
13. Peter Unger, “A Defense of Skepticism,” Philosophical Review 80 (1971): 198-219 [JSTOR link].
14. Keith DeRose, “Solving the Skeptical Problem,” Philosophical Review 104 (1995): 1-52 [JSTOR link].
15. Alvin Plantinga, “Is Belief in God Properly Basic?,” Noûs 15 (1981): 41-51 [JSTOR link].
16. William P. Alston, “Perceiving God,” Journal of Philosophy 83 (1986): 655-665 [JSTOR link].
17. Keith DeRose, “Direct Warrant Realism,” from God and the Ethics of Belief, pp. 150-172 [in resources].
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