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Why Learning to Write Chinese is a Waste of 
Time: A Modest Proposal, by Joseph Allen

´ Learning to write /Chinese characters from memory is an 
extremely inefficient use of time for students of Chinese as 
a foreign language. It is inefficient for a very straightforward 
reason: The time necessary to learn to write the characters 
is inversely proportionally to the usefulness of that skill. “

´“Given those cautions, I would contend that the early 
introduction of electronic writing into Chinese and 
Japanese as a foreign language classrooms could be only 
beneficial, even if we retained a write-as-you-go 
approach to handwriting.

´ Foreign Language Annals, Summer 2008, VOL. 41, No. 2, 
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Chinese for Tomorrow Series  
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´ Textbook / workbook 
´ Grammar book
´ Teacher’s manual
´ Free online audio & flashcards



Unique Keyboarding Practice
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v Exercises for computing and learning characters in each 

chapter (e.g. V.1, L.3, p. 114)
v Type the following passage: $��)�&��"��'%

�1� �&��"���#'%��…

v Type the following pinyin sentences and select the 

correct characters

v Circle the correct character to fill in the blanks.
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• SPSS) Version 21.0 T�� t(56) = 2.55, p < .05 

2.  ��
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3. ��

I'm pretty sure we all have different strategies in learning Chinese. Personally I start 
with the pinyin and then I make sure I have the correct hanzi. I realized it is difficult 
and too long for me to write Characters. Computer typing makes it possible for me to 
memorize more than 300 words within a semester. (Male freshman majoring in Chinese 
and Global Business Management)
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Hand-writing vs Computing Chinese
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COURSE RESOURCES (CHN111(H))
1. Audiovisual materials   (Textbook 
& Workbook audio files)
http://web.uri.edu/llrc/

2. CHN 111H Sakai course  site
´ https://sakai.uri.edu/portal/
´ Login with your 9-digit  URI ID or 

the id you
3.  Quizlet
https://quizlet.com/join/yAk5qB
´ Buy. Use your real name to 

create a user name and request 
to join this class.

4. Yellowbridge English-Chinese/
´ Chinses-English Dictionary
´ https://www.yellowbridge.com/

chinese/dictionary.php

´ Mousewriting tool, radicals, 
stroke order animation, etc.

5. List of Chinese Radicals 
http://www.yellowbridge.com/chi
nese/radicals.php Help you 
memorize more characters in a
systematic way. 
6. Chinese dictionary APP on your 
cellphone Pleco
7. Study & Instant communication 
APP on your cellphone
´ Wechat

http://web.uri.edu/llrc/
https://sakai.uri.edu/portal/
https://quizlet.com/join/yAk5qB
https://www.yellowbridge.com/chinese/dictionary.php
http://www.yellowbridge.com/chinese/radicals.php
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2. The Language Flagship
The Language Flagship seeks to graduate students who will 
take their place among the next generation of global 
professionals, who can apply superior level of proficiency in a 
foreign language in their professional work. The Language 
Flagship leads the nation in designing, supporting, and 
implementing a new paradigm for advanced language 
education (The Language Flagship Web site). 
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https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Computer-assisted_instruction


CALL in URI Flagship Core Curriculum
´Flagship Core Curriculum (FCC) is guided by proficiency-

oriented, outcome-based standardized testing and second 
language acquisition theories. This FCC is composed of 4 Cs: 
Communicative, Comprehensive, Content-driven and 
Computer-assisted. 

´Although electronic devices cannot replace human teachers, 
those teachers who use technology effectively and creatively 
will replace those who don’t.  

´ The effective language teaching should employ computer 
technology including internet, AI, Mobile Smart Phone, Mobile 
internet and on-line instruction, online teaching platform and 
Learning Management System (LMS), carry on different 
teaching tasks, APPs used for different instructional purposes.
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Language Year Proficiency Targets Program Options
Academic Year/ 
Summer/Other

Course Offerings

Year 1 Speaking: NH-IL Listening: NH
Reading:  NH

Fall
Spring

CHN111(H)
CHN112(H)

Speaking: IM
Listening: IL-IM
Reading:  NH-IL

Summer CHN113(H)
CHN114(H)

Year 2 Speaking: IH
Listening: IM
Reading:  IL-IM

Fall
Spring

CHN215(H)
CHN216(H)

Speaking: AL
Listening: IH
Reading:  IM-IH

Summer CHN3xx 
(Summer study in 
China or Taiwan)

Year 3 Speaking: AM
Listening: 2-2+
Reading:  2-2+

Fall 
Spring

CHN315(H)
CHN316(H)

Year 4 Speaking: AM/ ILR2+
Listening: 2-2+
Reading:  2-2+

Fall
Spring

CHN401/413/421
CHN485/486/422

Speaking: S/ ILR 3
Listening: 3
Reading:  3

Or Capstone

Year 5 Speaking: S/ ILR 3
Listening: 3
Reading:  3

Capstone
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´Pre-summer test: OPIc, BYU Listening and Reading 
Test/HSK

´Post-summer test: OPIc, BYU Listening and Reading 
Test/HSK, TOCFL from Taiwan

´Winter Immersion test (Optional): OPI, BYU Listening 
and reading

´Capstone Selection standardized tests: OPI, AC 
(American Councils) Listening & Reading Tests

´For fall selection (March), the tests are taken in 
January; for spring (November), September

Assessment Tools ����



HOW

In class

Tutoring 

Homework

�������
�
���	
APP



Immediate submission and feedback in the 
classroom

Easy access

Everyday use

Time Spent

Typing+Speaki
ng



Wechat
● Synchronous
● Interpersonal- Intermediate-Can understand, 

ask and answer a variety of questions. 

● Interpretive- Novice Understand words, phrases 
and formulaic language�simple, highly 
predictable oral or written texts. 

● Presentational- connected sentences full 
paragraph

● Asynchronous
● Feedback and error correction 



Tutor
4 times a 
week





CHN112�
typing-2
CHN216�
essays-4
CHN316:  
essays-3



Online Homework Design Solution

● Clear assessment of objectives for each part of homework
○ Choose proper platforms:

■ Google form
■ Google doc.
■ Quizlet 
■ Flipgrid 
■ Wechat 

○ Design the task
■ clear instructions for the access
■ clear instructions for the questions
■ clear instructions for the feedback



Online Learning Platforms for Blended Learning  

1. Sakai
● (Canvas, Blackboard)

2. Google drive



Sakai-Presentational -Intermediate -Asynchronous



Google Drive-Presentational-Intermediate-Synchronous 



Google Drive-Presentational-Intermediate-Synchronous 
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���
 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 11

OPI-ILR 2+ 2+ 2+ 3 2+ 2 2+ 2 2 1+ 2

OPI-
ACTFL

�� �� �� � �� �� �� �� �� �� ��

AC �� 2+ 2+ 2+ 2+ 2+ 2 2 1+ 2 2 1+

AC�� 2 2+ 2 2+ 1+ 2 2 1+ 1+ 1 1+
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OPI-ILR 3 3 2+ 3 3 3 3

OPI- ACTFL � � �� � � � ��

AC �� 3 2 2+ 3+ 3 3 2

AC�� 3 2 2 3 3 3+ 2+
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Thank you!  Questions?

Dr. Wayne Wenchao He
Director, Chinese Language Flagship 

Program at URI
whe@uri.edu
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