
SPAN 200: Introduction to Spanish Lyric 
Department of Languages, Literature, and Philosophy 

 
Professor: Laurie Lomask                            Horas de clase: martes y jueves, 2-3:30 
laurie.lomask@school.edu            Location: BLDG RM. 123     
Office hours: Monday, 2-5 pm, or by appointment     Division credits:   
 

Course Description 
In this course, students will gain familiarity with the great hallmarks of Spanish lyric poetry, from the 

late Middle Ages to the 20th century in Spain and Latin America.  In addition to interpreting the meaning of a 
broad selection of works, they will study the different poetic forms, learn to analyze meter, and will gain 
fluency in discussing poetic tropes and metaphoric language.  The goal of the course is that, through lyric 
poetry, students will improve their sense of syntactical rhythm in Spanish language and will be able to 
recognize and attribute the most-commonly referenced verses of the Spanish literary tradition.   
 

Assignments: 
1) Recitation of a poem (5%, 10%):  Students will learn two poems by heart.  The first will simply be 

recited before the class individually.  The second one will be longer and recited with a partner.  Here 
each group will also offer 2-3 minutes of commentary on the poem’s versification and poetic imagery.   

2) Identification quizzes (3 x 5%): Identification of lines from five poems read in class, selected by the 
professor.  Students must give the name of the author and, where applicable, the title of the poem and 
the collection in which it was published.   

3) Midterm and final exam (2 x 20%): Each exam will consist of an analysis of the meter of two poems in 
addition to an open-ended question regarding one of the themes commented in class.   

4) Comparative essay (3-5 pp., 20%): Comparison of two poems read in class.  Students should explain 
in the body of the essay their basis for selecting the two poems.  The analysis should take into 
account the form as well as meaning of the poems.   

5) Preparation and participation (10%): Participation in class is fundamental, as we will be paying great 
attention to the sonorous and rhythmic qualities of the poems.  The professor will assign brief 
homework assignments throughout the semester.  Also, students will be required to attend one 
cultural event outside of class and must write a brief reflection on the event, and if possible identify 
any poetic language they heard there.   

 
Student expectations: 

Students should come to class prepared to discuss in detail the assigned readings for that day, to hear the 
opinions of others, and to question ideas expressed in class, including those of the instructor.  The instructor 
will often pose topics and ask students to work in small groups to develop their thoughts together, and lack of 
preparation will impede the exercise.  Written assignments should follow MLA format and cite appropriately.  
Plagiarism in any form will not be tolerated and will be dealt with in accordance with the University Policy.    
 
 

Plan of classes: 
Readings will be adjusted according to the pace of the class. 

 
Week 1: Introduction: Romance de Conde Arnaldos.  Observations on rhyme, meter, and theme. 
 Jorge Manrique.  Begin analysis of meter, identification of common images and metaphors. 
Week 2: Garcilaso.  Sonnets (selection) and the sonnet form.  Égloga III and topi of the locus amoenus. 
Week 3: The Baroque.  Quevedo, Góngora (selection of sonnets).   

Sor Juana de la Cruz, “Redondillas”.  ID quiz 1. 
Week 4: Spanish Mysticism.  Santa Teresa de Ávila, San Juan de la Cruz, Fray Luis de León.  Poem recitations. 
Week 5: The Modern Lyric: Espronceda;  Bécquer, Rimas; Rosalía de Castro, En las orillas del Sar .  
Week 6: Modernism: Darío, Azul.  Amado Nervo; José Martí (selections of each). ID quiz 2. 
Week 7: Modernism, con’t: Antonio Machado, Soledades, galerías y otros poemas, Juan Ramón Jiménez, Diario 

de un poeta recién casado. Midterm exam.   
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Week 8: Lírica íntima: Pablo Neruda, Gabriela Mistral, Alfonsina Storni (selections of each). 
Week 9: Vanguardias: Vicente Huidobro, Altazor.  Jorge Guillén, Cántico.  Rafael Alberti, Marinero en tierra. 
Week 10: Lorca: Romancero Gitano, Poeta en Nueva York.  Second poem recitations.   
Week 11: Surrealismo: Luis Cernuda, Sobre las nubes.  Vicente Aleixandre, Espadas como labios. ID quiz 3. 
Week 12: Experimentación rítmica: Nicolás Guillén, Sóngoro Cosongo.  Nicanor Parra, Poemas y anti-poemas,  

Cultural event reflections due no later than this week 
Week 13: Borges, Octavio Paz (selections of each).  Final comments.  Comparative essay due. 
Final exam TBD. 
 


