
Supplemental Information for Chong et al. 2015. “Does Cor-
ruption Information Inspire the Fight or Quash the Hope? A
Field Experiment in Mexico on Voter Turnout, Choice, and
Party Identification”. Journal of Politics.

This file contains the following:

• Map of experimental sites

• Graph with information about audit reports

• Robustness tests of the precinct-level estimates:

– Estimates without the inverse probability weights

– Estimates with baseline controls

– Estimates excluding the three state capitals where spillovers are expected to be
the greatest

– Estimates without the three municipalities where failure to treat was larger than
30 percent

• Survey baseline summary statistics and orthogonality tests

• Robustness tests of the survey-based estimates with data aggregated at the precinct
level:

– Estimates of beliefs and opinions aggregated at the precinct level

– Estimates of party identification aggregated at the precinct level

– Estimates of party identification aggregated at the precinct level with baseline
controls

– Estimates of party identification aggregated at the precinct level excluding the
three state capitals where spillovers are expected to be the greatest

– Estimates of party identification aggregated at the precinct level without the
three municipalities where failure to treat was larger than 30 percent

• Robustness tests of the individual-level estimates:

– Estimates of beliefs and opinions with probit models

– Estimates of party identification with probit models

• Estimates of the effect of information about corruption on self-reported electoral be-
havior

• Comparison of the election results in the publicly-available precinct-level data and the
followup survey



Figure A1. Sites included in the experiment

Notes: The upper image is a map of Mexico, which indicates the three states in our experiment. The lower image
gives a closer look to the states and highlights the experimental voting precincts.



Figure A2. Information from audit reports

Notes: This figure shows the information collected from the audit reports. The first box shows the distribution of
the share of the transfer scheme that was spent. In average, mayors spent 56 percent of the resources available to
them (with a standard deviation of 23, and a median of 52). The second box show the distribution of the share of
the transfer scheme spent on poor areas. In average, 83 percent of the transfer was allocated to poor areas (with a
standard deviation of 15, and a median of 76). Finally, the third box shows the distribution of the share of the
transfer scheme spent with corruption. In average, 35 percent of resources where spent with some form of
irregularity (with a standard deviation of 25, and a median of 54).
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Table A5. Survey Baseline Summary Statistics and Orthogonality tests

Means and Standard Deviations P-value from
orthogonality test

Treatment: Placebos: Control:
Corruption Budget and Poverty No
information expenditure information information

Women 0.56 0.55 0.50 0.0722
(0.49) (0.49) (0.50)

Age 41.01 40 38.13 0.1494
(16.62) (16.73) (14.93)

Income 2.70 2.76 2.8 0.3018
(0.75) (1.02) (.83)

Phone 0.44 0.49 0.53 0.4566
(0.49) (0.50) (0.49)

Education:
No education 0.06 0.08 0.03 0.0350

(0.25) (0.27) (0.16)
Primary 0.34 0.21 .22 0.0272

(0.47) (0.41) (0.41)
High school 0.54 0.62 0.66 0.1438

(0.49) (0.48) (0.47)
College or more 0.03 0.08 0.07 0.1850

(0.18) (0.27) (0.26)
Occupation:
Bureaucrat 0.02 0.01 0.04 0.1401

(0.14) (0.11) (0.21)
Self-employed 0.20 0.15 0.16 0.8116

(0.40) (0.35) (0.37)
Employed in private sector 0.03 0.12 0.07 0.0010

(0.16) (0.33) (0.26)
Employed in agriculture 0.04 0.07 0.04 0.3303

(0.19) (0.25) (0.19)
Worker 0.16 0.12 0.13 0.1424

(0.36) (0.32) (0.33)
Housewife 0.41 0.32 0.30 0.1910

(0.49) (0.46) (0.46)
Student 0.03 0.05 0.07 0.1479

(0.18) (0.22) (0.26)
Teacher 0 0.01 0.01 0.0394

(0) (0.11) (0.12)
Unemployed 0.07 0.05 0.08 0.1658

(0.26) (0.23) (0.27)
Retired .03 0.05 0.02 0.1499

(0.16) (0.22) (0.15)

Notes: This table reports means and standard deviations in parentheses for baseline summary statistics from the
survey. See table 2 for more details.
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Table A7. Robustness of party id estimates with aggregated data at the precint level

Data source: Followup Survey (completed two weeks after 2009 elections)

party id party id
incumbent challengers

(1) (2) (3) (4) (5) (6)
Corruption Information -0.07* -0.05 0.03 -0.04

(0.03) (0.05) (0.06) (0.06)
No Information -0.05 -0.05 -0.05 0.09 0.08 0.09

(0.04) (0.04) (0.04) (0.05) (0.05) (0.05)
Placebos (omitted category)

Corruption Info. X linear 0.09 0.92
(0.41) (0.68)

Corruption Info. X quad -0.32 -1.33
(0.52) (1.05)

Corruption Information X C0−33 -0.02 0.01
(0.04) (0.04)

Corruption Information X C33−66 -0.15* 0.18*
(0.06) (0.08)

Corruption Information X C66−100 -0.08* -0.19
(0.03) (0.20)

Constant 0.18** 0.18** 0.18** 0.53** 0.54** 0.53**
(0.03) (0.03) (0.03) (0.04) (0.05) (0.04)

Observations 75 75 75 75 75 75
R-squared 0.47 0.48 0.50 0.39 0.40 0.45

Notes: See table 6 for more details. ** p<0.01, * p<0.05 on two sided test.



Table A8. Robustness of party id estimates with aggregated data at the precint level
including baseline controls

Data source: Followup Survey (completed two weeks after 2009 elections)

party id party id
incumbent challengers

(1) (2) (3) (4) (5) (6)
Corruption Information -0.07 -0.05 0.01 -0.06

(0.04) (0.05) (0.07) (0.06)
No Information -0.05 -0.06 -0.05 0.07 0.05 0.07

(0.04) (0.04) (0.04) (0.05) (0.05) (0.05)
Placebos (omitted category)

Corruption Info. X linear 0.13 1.05
(0.42) (0.76)

Corruption Info. X quad -0.38 -1.56
(0.52) (1.14)

Corruption Information X C0−33 -0.02 -0.01
(0.04) (0.03)

Corruption Information X C33−66 -0.15* 0.16
(0.06) (0.10)

Corruption Information X C66−100 -0.07 -0.27
(0.05) (0.19)

Constant -0.00 0.16 0.09 -0.19 -0.13 0.21
(0.81) (0.81) (0.85) (0.83) (0.74) (0.68)

Observations 75 75 75 75 75 75
R-squared 0.47 0.49 0.50 0.43 0.46 0.52

Notes: See table 6 for more details. ** p<0.01, * p<0.05 on two sided test.



Table A9. Robustness of party id estimates with aggregated data at the precint level without
the three sate capitals

Data source: Followup Survey (completed two weeks after 2009 elections)

party id party id
incumbent challengers

(1) (2) (3) (4) (5) (6)
Corruption Information -0.04 -0.11 -0.05 0.08

(0.04) (0.06) (0.08) (0.05)
No Information -0.04 -0.05 -0.01 0.06 0.04 0.01

(0.06) (0.06) (0.06) (0.09) (0.09) (0.08)
Placebos (omitted category)

Corruption Info. X linear 0.92 -0.70
(0.48) (0.61)

Corruption Info. X quad -1.20 0.41
(0.60) (0.67)

Corruption Information X C0−33 -0.03 0.02
(0.05) (0.04)

Corruption Information X C33−66 0.17 -0.49**
(0.09) (0.10)

Corruption Information X C66−100 -0.08* -0.20
(0.03) (0.22)

Constant 0.17** 0.19** 0.16** 0.53** 0.54** 0.56**
(0.03) (0.02) (0.03) (0.07) (0.09) (0.08)

Observations 41 41 41 41 41 41
R-squared 0.63 0.66 0.64 0.45 0.49 0.50

Notes: See table 6 for more details. ** p<0.01, * p<0.05 on two sided test.



Table A10. Robustness of party id estimates with aggregated data at the precint level
without the municipalities where failure to treat was > 30 %

Data source: Followup Survey (completed two weeks after 2009 elections)

party id party id
incumbent challengers

(1) (2) (3) (4) (5) (6)
Corruption Information -0.10* -0.08 0.05 -0.04

(0.04) (0.06) (0.08) (0.08)
No Information -0.06 -0.06 -0.05 0.12* 0.10 0.12*

(0.04) (0.04) (0.04) (0.06) (0.06) (0.06)
Placebos (omitted category)

Corruption Info. X linear 0.10 1.11
(0.43) (0.80)

Corruption Info. X quad -0.25 -1.62
(0.54) (1.23)

Corruption Information X C0−33 -0.05 0.02
(0.05) (0.05)

Corruption Information X C33−66 -0.15* 0.19*
(0.06) (0.08)

Corruption Information X C66−100 -0.08* -0.19
(0.03) (0.20)

Constant 0.18** 0.18** 0.18** 0.54** 0.56** 0.54**
(0.03) (0.03) (0.03) (0.05) (0.06) (0.05)

Observations 57 57 57 57 57 57
R-squared 0.50 0.50 0.51 0.35 0.38 0.42

Notes: See table 6 for more details. ** p<0.01, * p<0.05 on two sided test.
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Table A12. Robustness of party id estimates: probit models
Data source: Followup Survey (completed two weeks after 2009 elections)

party id party id
incumbent challengers

(1) (2) (3) (4) (5) (6)

Corruption Information -0.38* -0.38* 0.10 -0.12
(0.17) (0.18) (0.14) (0.15)

No information -0.21 -0.31 -0.28 0.26* 0.23 0.25*
(0.16) (0.18) (0.17) (0.12) (0.12) (0.12)

Placebos (omitted category)

Corruption Info. X linear 4.66 2.69
(2.67) (1.89)

Corruption Info. X quad -10.94* -3.84
(4.87) (2.97)

Corruption Information X C0−33 -0.10 0.02
(0.14) (0.08)

Corruption Information X C33−66 -1.28** 0.50**
(0.36) (0.19)

Corruption Information X C66−100 † -0.42
(0.44)

Constant -0.98** -1.03** -1.05** 0.29** 0.32** 0.31**
(0.32) (0.32) (0.33) (0.07) (0.07) (0.07)

Observations 720 720 701 720 720 720

Notes: See table 6 for more details. ** p<0.01, * p<0.05 on two sided test.
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